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JREHEARSAL 


1, Mr. De Foe’s Lift of 8000 Martyrs, come to never a Oxe, , . 
2, An Anjiver 10 Mr. De Laun’s Book in Dec. 1704. not yet Rephd to. A Re- 


ply is Defir'd. 


3. Many more than 8000 Martw’d and Murder’d by Mr. De Foe now in England: 
4. A Defence of the Reign of K. Char. 2d. againft the Imputation of Perfecu- 


tion. 


s. Mr. De Laun was not Profecuted for Exercifin 


any Part of his Redigion. 


A Taft of his Logick about the Lord’s Prayer. And a Seafonable Caution to Mr. 
De Foe concerning the Aé# of Uniformity. | 
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(1-.) Country-man. OU Promis’d laft 
y time, Mafler, to 


fay fomething to 
the near 8000 Diffenrers who, as Mr. De 
For fays, were, as he might fay, Murder’d by 
Church Perfecution in the Reign of K. Char. 2. 
And for xo other Caufe but their Religion, as ke 
words it in his Preface to Mr. De Laun’s 
Plea, p. 2. 

Rebearfal. Wou'd not you think by this, 
Country: Man, That the Diffenters were put to 
Death for their Religion? And for no Other 
Canfe ? 

Country-m. Think fo! Yes, for thefe are his 
very Words. Therefore I muft fuppofe that 
there were Sanguinary Laws then againft the 
Diffenters. 

Rehear[. No, Country- Man, there were no 
fuch Laws made againft them in the Reign of 
K. Char. 2. There were indeed fome Hear- 
ty Laws made againft them in the Reign of 
Q Elizabeth. And they were Involv’d Equal- 
ly with the Papifs under the Common name 
of Recufants. As being then thought (tho’ 
nothing {0 Formidable as Now) as Dangerous 
and Prejudicial to both Church and State, as 
the Papiffs themfelves, tho’ their Numbers 
wer@ far Greater in England thanthey are 
Now, 

Thefe Laws were put in Execution againft 
Aevetal Popifh Prieffs, in the time of the Fo- 
pifh Plot, in the Reign of K. Char. 2. And 
they were Hlang’d for No Other Caufe but 
that. Not Accus’d of the Plot, or any o- 
ther Crime, but as being Popifh Priefts, and 
found in the Kingdom. 

But Mr. De Foe cannot Name one Pro- 
teftant Diffenter on whom the Extremity of 
the Elizabeth-Laws were put in Execution, 
during the whole Reign of K. Char. 2. 

There were Laws then made to Hinder 
humerous Conventicles. 

_But they were not Hinder’d from Exer- 
Cifing their Religion in their Houfes, and with 
a Competent Number. Which woud not 
Content them. They wou’d have Afulti- 
tudes together in Publick Meeting Houfes. 
Where Rank Treafon was Preached, and 
Seditious Principles Inftill’d into the People. 
They had been Deteéted in feveral Trea- 
fonable Confpiracies againft the Life of the 
King, againft the Church and the State. 


This forc’d the Wifdom of the. Nation in 
Parliament to Reftrain, by Pecuniary Muliéts, 
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thefe PUBLICK Conventicles of Rebellion. But 
leaving them the Exercife of their Religion in 
their Hou/ss, under a Number prefcrib’d, over 
and above their own Families. 

This was the State of the Cafe. Now, Coun- 
try- Man, tell me, Were not thefe Laws Fu/t ? 
Were they not Neceffary ? To hinder the Over- 
Numerons Meetings of a Reffle/s and Turbu- 
lent Party, Ready to Rebel, and who had 
often Rebell’d, and Declar’d it as their 
Principle | 

Country-m. If 1 had fuch Servants in my 
Family, Ym fure 1 woud Reffrain them. 
And [I fhou’d think my felf Guilty of my 
own Blood, and of the Blood of my Wife, 
Children, and my other Good and Faithful 
Servants, if 1 fhou’d let thete Rebellious 
Servants get a Head, and they fhou’d M4ur- 
der us all, and Seize upon the Aoufe and 
Inheritance for Themfeélves. 1 know no Bo- 
dy woud Pity me. 

And what, Eafier Penalty than a fmall 
Fine? And the Fines Impos’d in this Cafe 
were but Small. Here were no Decima- 
tions, Sequeftrations and Compofitions for 
Eftates, and Selling Multitudes together 
for Slaves to the Plantations, as they ferv’d 
the Royalifts, when they had the Power ! 
There were no Banifhing Proclamations as 
now in Scotland againit the Epifcopal Clergy 
there. 

Rehearf. The Presbyterians in Scotland made 
the fame Clamour Mr. De Foe now do’s here 
of their Suferings in the Reign of K. Char. 
2. Which Oblidg’d the Worthy and Lear- 
ned Sr. George Mackenzie then Lord Advo- 
cate in Scotland to Publifh his Vindication of 
the Reign of K. Char. 2. againt thefe Impu- 
tations of Perfecution. Wherein he has fully 
and Clearly Demonftrated, that in all that 
Reign noone Presbyterian in Scotland fuffer’d 
for his Religion, but for Manifelt Treafons, 
Murders, aud other Notorious Crimes, To 
which they cannot Axfmer to this Day. | 

And I will put it upon the fame Iflue 
with Mr. De Foe as to England, that of all 
his 8000 he cannot Produce ove, who, in all 
that Reign, fuffer’d for no other Canje, as he 
fays, but that of his Religion. For they had 
Allowance to Exercife that in their own 
Houfes, and with Convenient Numbers, that 
might not give Limbrage to the Government. 
Therefore they cou’d have no Pretence of 
Confeience in the Cafe. Ulnlefs their Confc:- 
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ence Was to Affemble his ALAFEST?’S Sub- 
jetts by Hundreds and by Thonfands, to put 
in their Power, who wanted not the Wik, 
to Difturb him and his Government, — And 
the Sequal fhew’d, that all this Precaution 
was little enough, and not, Enough, to Pre- 
vent the Plots, and Confpiracies and Rebellion 
of thefe Men. 

But now as tothe Number of thofe who 
were Murder'd, that is, De Foe means, Died 
in Prifon, 8000 was a Round Summ, and as 
Eafily faid as Twenty. Lethim Produce his 
Lif, We are not Afraid. Then it will 
Appear how many of his Ciphers he muft A- 
bate. And let him take in the Quakers too, 
who wou’d not Pay their Tithe to the Jn- 
cambent, tho’ they Scrupl’d it not to the 
Impropriator. And if any of thefe Died in 
Prifon, he was Murder’d, upon no other Ac- 
count than that of his Religion! Tho’ the 
Incumbent had a Good Title, by Law, ( not 
now to Name Divine Right ) to his Tithe, 
as any Man in England has to his Eftate, 
And fome have had Seruples in Confcience 
about Paying of Rent too, as the Levellers. 
And if thefe woud Rather go to Prion, 
and Die there, than Pay their Rent, they 
come into the Martyrologie too, and Suffer 
Porely upon Account of their Religion! | fee 
no Difference in the Cafe. If pleading of 
Confcience, without Rhime or Reafon, will 
do the Bufinefs! If not, there is nota Rea- 
fon in all De Laun’s Book better than this, 
either of the Quakers or the Levellers 


( 2.) Conntry-m. But ftill they call for an 
Anfwer to it. 

Rehearf. One of the 7 Editions of this Book 
eame out in the year 1704. Of which I 
took Notice in my)Num. 15. which was 
in November 1704. And the next Month, 
Dec. 1704. inmy Nam. 20.1 gave a full An- 
fwer, as I thought, to this Book, and all other 
Pretences of the Diffenters. To which not 
one word of Reply has been made by any 
of them fince, that I know of. Therefore 
inftead of their Calling upon me for an 4n- 
foer. {call uponthem for an Anfwer. And 
let not Mr. De Foe Boaft any more of the 
Un-Anfwerability of this Book, till he has ta- 
ken Time to Confider, whether it be not as 
fully and Abfolutely .Anfwer’d in that poor 
Half Sheet of Paper, as his Army of 8000 
Murder’d Martyrs is in this. 


(3.) But I can tell him of a far Grea- 
ter Number of Martyrs in England at ahis 
Day! Not yet Actually Stain, but Actually 
Devoted. And that is, by one Dan. De Foe, 
who has already Doom’d one Third of the 
Englifo Clergy to be, in Plain terms, Hanged. 
And 3 Partsof the 5 Remaining to be Trea- 
ted as Enemies to the Government, that is, I 
fuppofe, to be Hang’d and Quarterd. And 
calls them the Dead Weight againft the Na- 
tien’s Happinefs. Therefore the Nation can- 
not be Happy till this Weight is Remov'd. 
‘And that muft be by the forefaid ways, 
or the new Scors-Presbyterian way,of Baniftrnent 
at leaft. And then you cannot fay bute 
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As were they HHANG’D, where woyg se 
DANGER be ? i. 
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Char..2. was a very Merciful! Man, and G, 
Natur’ d. Yet De Foe in this Preface we 
fpeaking of; makes him worfe thap 
WNeroes. a | 

Rehearf. | gave you a Rule before how to 
Underftand thefe Men, that is, by the quite 
Contrary to what they fay. And this wil} 
hold in nothing more than in the Sefeng 
before us. For it was the Afercy Of K. Che 
2.and his Lezity towards the Diffenters, that 
Enconrag’d and Enabl'd them to: Flie ig hig 
Face, and Difturb his Reign with Perpetua 
Plots and Confpiracées againft him. He yep. 
tur’'d a Breach with his Parliament for an 
Indulgence he Granted them. So that wha 
Laws were made againft them, mutt be Jp, 
puted to the General Senfe of the Nation 
of the Danger from thefe Men, more than 
to the Cruelty and Tyranny of the King, a 
they now Turnit, to Avoid the Scandal of 
their being the General Hatred and Abbe. 
rence of the Nation. And yet confidering 
their Behaviour and many Confpiracies dari 
all that Reign, even thofe Laws were Mil 
in Comparifon of their Demerit. Far Milde 
than ever they Afforded to any other, ig 
the like Cafe. Ke Char. 2. us’d them mod 
more Aercifully than Q. Elizabeth, or any 
that fat on the Throxe before him, excep 
his Royal Father. And he was within 
Ace, by that means, to be ferv’d by then | 
as his Father was. But he faw ‘his Dange 
in Time. 

If Mr. De Foe defires of me a Ziff of their 
Confpsracies againft K. Char, 2. from the Day 
of his Reftoration to his Death, I have it 
Ready at his Service. 


( 5.) In the mean time I moft tell hin, 
That Mr De Lanna of whom he has mate 
fuch an Oxt-Cry, was not /ndifted for Exer 
cifing any Part of his Religion, cither in Pub 
lick or Private, but tor Vilifying and -Afper 
fing the Book of Common Prayer in Print, ¢ 
gainft which the Aé ef Uniformity had made 
fufficient Provifion. Whereas (fays De Law, 
p: 64. of this FPreface’d Edition) it only, Re 
lates to the Lora’s Prayer. This was his ». 
fence. And his Argument againft that way, 
That it was not fuch a Form of Prayer # 
to Render al] other Prayers Un-neceflary of 
Unlawfull> Which who ever faid? Are there 
not many other Prayers in our Lyturgy? Yet 
he Argues thus againft the U/e of the Lords 
Prayer, Behold your Champion! Is he not 
Fit to be, .dnfwer’d! And you will noc find 
a Better Argument in all his Book. Let | 
Mr. De Foe Pick and Choofe, and thew it 
to us. And I wou’d Defire Mr. De fe 
to Confider, That the 4& of Uniformity 
(which he has Furioufly Atcrack’d) is ftill 
in Force, and Excepted out of the Power 
of the Regency to Repeal. Willit not ferve 
thefe Men to havea full Liberty to Exercife 
their own Religion, unlefs they Fall Foul 
upon that which is Effablif’d! Is this the 





fome will E/cape ! However ALL are here 
fairly Difpos’d ot! And if he that Hates his | 
Brotber is a Murderer, then thefe may come | 
into the Number of the Murder’d too. He 
that is Condemn’d, is Dead in Law. Yet the 
fame De. Foe wou’d make you believe, That | 
he never {poke a word againft the Church | 
or Clergy in General! And that they are in 
no Danger from him! 
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(4. ) Country-m. 1 have heard ‘thar K,. : 
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